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Sketch of the Sacred History con- 
tained in the Book of Leviticus, 
with the summary evidence of 
its credibility and divine au- 
thority. 


HE Book of Exodus, which 

was the subject of critical 
examination in the last Number 
of the Magazine, concludes with 
an account of the erection of the 
Tabernacle, and the Ark of the 
Covenant, with the divine ap- 
probation of all the work. In 
the Book of Leviticus, God pro- 
ceeds to give to Moses his holy 
commands concerning the vari- 
ous sacrifices to be offered upon 
his holy altar, together with all 
the various occasions on which 
those offerings are to be made. 
There are, in the first place, parti- 
cular directions concerning burnt- 
offerings ; of the herds, of the 
flocks, and of the fowls. When 
the offering was an animal, the 
blood, which is the life of the 
creature, was ordered to be 
sprinkled about the altar, and 
the flesh was to be burnt with 
fire. When the offering was 
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of flour or corn, a small portion 
of it was to be burned, and the 
remainder to be reserved for 
the support of those who min- 
istered at the altar. ‘The altar 
was generally of a square form, 
about the size of a large chest, 
with a cavity upon the top, 
where was kept a fire, upon 
which were laid the objects to 
be consumed. We have next a 
detail, very solemn and inter- 
esting, of the meat-offering, the 
peace-offering, and the sin-offer- 
ing, to be presented on various 
occasions. ‘I'o this succeeds a 
particular account of the splen- 
did consecration of Aaren and 
his sons to the office of the 
priesthood. Infinite Wisdom 
saw fit, on this occasion, to 
adorn his High Priest, as he 
afterwards did his Temple, in a 
more magnificent manner, than 
any thing ever produced by the 
pride or ingenuity of men. The 
consecration was peculiarly so- 
lemn, performed by Moses, in a 
manner worthy of the dignity 
of the scene. After the conse- 
cration of Aaron and his sons, 
Hhh 








| 
| 
; 











442 


while the divine glory filled the 
tabernacle, there came forth a 
miraculous fire from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and lighted 
the sacred altar. ‘This fire was 
continually preserved, and by it 
the people of Israel were direct- 
ed to light all their burnt-offer- 
ings. But Nadab and Abihu, 
sons of Aaron, atlempted io 
offer incense before the Lord, 
lighting their ceusers with com- 
mon fire. ‘This was such an of- 
fence against God, as it wasa 
Girect disobedience of his com- 
mand, anda slight of his wira- 
culous power, that fire immedi- 
ately proceeded from the pres- 
ence of the Lord, and Nadab 
and Abihu were cousumed. God 
then proceeds to make a distine- 
tion between clean and unclean 
beasts, direcling what might be 
eaten, and offered in sacvifice, 
and what might not. ‘This was 
necessary tv be done, that it 
might be known what animals 
were proper to be sacrificed to 
the Lord; which none but God 
could determine. He next ap- 
poiats certain regulations con- 
cerning the disease and the pu- 
rification of the leprosy. After 
this, succeeds the institution of 
various feasts, of the Sabbatical 
vear, and the year of Jubilee. 
In the twenty-fourth chapter, 
we have an account of a young 
man, who, ia a quarrel with 
another, “blasphemed the name 
of the Lord, aud cursed.” He 
was brought to Moses, that 
he might appoint his punish- 
ment. Moses referred the case 
to the immediate decision of 
God. “And the Lord spake 
unto Moses, sxying,—he that 
blasphemeth the name of the 
Lord, he shall surely be put to 
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.death, and all the congregation 


shall certainly stone him.” Ac- 
cordingly, he was stoned to 
death. The book concludes with 
various appointments and regu- 
lations, and with the most so- 
lemn blessings for obedience, and 
curses for disobedience ; deliver. 
ed, generally, in a strain and 
spirtt of prophecy. 

We will now make some re- 
marks on the credibility of this 
portion of sacred history. 

1. The institution of sacri- 
fices, in the worship of God, of 
which we have a particular ac- 
count in this book, is agreeable 
to all the early sentiments and 
practices of mankind. This ap- 
pears from ali the testimony of 
history, sacred and profane. Abel 
offered in sacrifice the firstlings 
of his flock, while Cain brought 
an offering of the fruit of the 
ground. The distinction of clean 
and unclean beasts was known 
before the flood. God directed 
Noah to take unclean beasts in- 
to the ark by pairs, but cleam 
beasts by sevens. The most 
reasouable supposition respect- 
ing the foundation and nature of 
this distinction, as there appears 
to have been no permission to 
kill beasts for food Lill after the 
flood, is, that it was divinely 
appointed for the purpose of sa- 
crifice. Aftcr the venerable pa- 
triarch and family had left the 
ark, in which they had been 
so faiihfully preserved, “ Noalt 
builded an altar unto the Lord ; 
and took of every clean beast, 
and of every clean fowl, and 
offered burnt-oferings on the al- 
tar. And the Lord smelled 4 
sweet savor.” God directed A- 
braham, on one of the most inter- 
esting occasions ever expericn- 
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ced by man, when he was about | thority for all their sacred-rites, 
to reveal to him his great de-| and that they ever considered 
signs concerning himself and his | them as supported by the sanc- 
posterity for ages to come,— | tion of the one true God, are 
“ Take me an heifer of three | truths teo plain to need any 
years old, and a she-goat of three | proof. That this book was writ- 
years old, and a ram of three | ten by Moses, has been sufficient- 
years old, and a turtle-dove, and | iy shown in our observations on 
a young pigeon.” ‘These were | the genuineness of the Penta- 
an offering to Jehovah. On) teuci. It is frequently referred 
another occasion, God provided | to in the scriptures, as written 
for him aram, which Abraham | by that great prophet of God. 
took and offered instead of his | Christ telis a leper, Matt. viii. 
son.—Among ail heathen na-| 4. “ Go thy way, shew thyself 
tions, so far as is known, there | to the priest, aud offer the gift 
app2ar to have been constant | that Moses commanded.” The 
practices of offering beasts and | apostle Paul observes, Rom. x. 
birds, and the productioris of the | 5. “ For Moses describeth the 
earth, in sacrifice to God. With- | righteousness which is of the 
out enquiring, at this time, into | law, that the man which docth 
the true cause of this universal | those things shall live by them.” 
practice, the practice itself estab- | In these cases, the Saviour and 
lishes the fact that the common | the apostle refer to this book of 
sense of mankind accedes to the | Leviticus, as written by Moses, 
propriety of the service. Thus, | and as of divine authority. The 
though we have a minute ac- | religious worship here prescribed 
count, in the book of Leviticus, | has received the practical ap- 
of the iustitution of particular | probation of all the prophets and 
sacrifices, with the various rites | saints, of Him also, who was the 
and sacred services, it does not | desire of all nations, while he 
appear to have been an assump- | dwelt among men en earth. 
tion or establishment of any| Iu this connection, it is prop- 
new principle ; but a regulation | er to remark, that the duties of 
and extension of ancient ordi-| the ritual law here prescribed, 
nances. Certain positive insti-| are very numerous, and in many 
tutions are here prescribed, all | respects, self-denying and bur- 
resting upon a principle univer- | densome. ‘The indolent and the 
sally acknowledged. stupid are required to offer unto 
2. These divine appoiutments | God the morning and the eve- 
were received by the people | ning sacrifice, to observe the ho- 
of Israel, and constituted the! ly Sabbath, to atlend to various 
foundation of their ceremonial! | sacred festivals, and three times 
Jaw and sacred worship for many | a year, to go to the place of the 
ages. That the mode of reli-| ark of God, to join in a sacred 
gious worship, practised among | festival with the whole nation. 
this people, was conformable to| The avaricious were directed to 
the institutions here recorded, | present the first finils of their 
that they always acknowledged | lands, their bullocks and their 
these as the foundation and au-| lambs, as offerings to God; to 
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devote to his service a tenth of 
all their increase ; and every 
seventh year, to suffer all their 
lands to rest. At every fiftieth 
year, the grasping landholder 
was compelled to sée his enlar- 
ged fields return to the heritage 
of the poor; while the haughty 
tyrant was obliged to release his 
servants from oppression. These 
institutions, particularly the rit- 
ual part, which contained so ma- 
ny ceremonial observances, are | 
expressly considered by the apos- | 
tle Paul, on some accounts, as | 
burdensome rites. The ancient | 
services, he says, “stood only in 

meats, and drinks, and divers 

‘washings, and carnal ordinances, | 





} 
imposed on them until the time | 


of reformation.” Such being 
the case, we may safely con- 
clude, that that people would 
never have received and adopt- 
ed this burdensome service, only 
by an authority which they felt 
bound to obey ; which authority 
must have been divine. They 
well knew that this law claimed 
a divine authority, and if it 
were not from God, it must have 
been a piece of imposture. Yet 
they acknowledged its authori- 
ty, and submitted to all its re- 
quirements. A system of reli- 
gion, founded in fraud, if it flat- 
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ter the natural passions and cor- 
ruptions of human nature, like | 
that of the Impostor of Mecca, | 
may readily gain a currency 

among men. But one consisting | 
of such burdensome rites and 
self-denying ordinances, as that 
of Moses, can never obtain up- 
on any such principle. We 
must then ascribe its universal 
reception to the true cause, the 
divine authority and wisdom, 
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from whence it received all its 
sanctions. 

3. Many heathen writers have 
given their testimony to the re-" 
ligion of the Jews, and their an- 
cient usages, agreeably to the sa- 
cred institutions contained in the 
books of Moses. Tacitus, the 
Roman historian, says much up- 
on the subject, and appears to be 
no friend to the nation ongtheir 
The principal reason 
of this dislike seems to be the 
singularity of their religion, so 
different from that of every oth- 
er people. Of this people, Ta- 
citus observes, “ They believe 
iu ope God, and that he is su- 
preme, eternal, immutable and 
immortal ; they think it wrong 
to form images of their God in 
the likeness of men; they have 
therefore no images in their ci- 
ties or temples.” How perfect- 
ly does this accord with the sa- 
cred account. Juvenal, a fa- 
mous poet of Rome, educated 
in the idolatrous religion of his 
countrymen, speaks particularly 
of the religion of the Jews.— 
“Governed by tradition from 
their fathers,” he says, “they 
observe the Sabbath.” He then 
adds, 

“ Nil preter nubes, & Coli Numen 
adorant.” 

They worshifp nothing but the 
clouds and the God of heaven. 
After this, he observes that they 
eat no swine’s flesh, that they 
practise circumcision, that they 
despise the customs of the Ro- 
mans, that they learn only those 
of the Jews ; that they observe 
and reverence the law which 
Moses delivered them, which 
they keep preserved in a secret 
Volume. 
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“ Tradidit arcano quodcunque vol- 
umine Moses.” 
He then adds that they do not 
teach this law and these rites to 
any unless they receive their re- 
ligion, and worship afler their 
manner.—T his is a most valua- 
ble heathen testimony in favor 


of the Mosaic institutions, as re- | 


corded in this book of Leviti- 
cus. Tacitus, in his account of 
the Jews, mentions their obser- 
ving, not only, the seventh day 
as a Sabbath, but also, the Sab- 
_ batical year, agreeably to the dj- 
vine institution in this sacred 
Book.—The story of Alexan- 
der’s visit to Jerusalem, is well 
authenticated. The Conqueror 
of Asia, while prosecuting the 
siege of ‘Tyre, sent to Jerusalem 
and demanded supplies for his 
army. That people, having 
sworn allegiance to the King of 
Persia, refused to comply with 
the demand. He immediately 
marched with his army towards 
their city, resolved to wreak his 
vengeance in their destruction. 
The High Priest Jaddus, in his 
consecrated apparel, with all the 
priests in their sacred vestments 
went out in solemn procession, 
to meet the exasperated warrior. 
At this unexpected sight, a rev- 
erential awe, to which the mind 
of the aspiring Macedonian had 
ever been a stranger, pervaded 
all his feelings; with silent rev- 
erence, he bowed before the 
Priest of the most high God.— 
He fost his rage, he relinquished 
his purpose, and received the 
people into his favor. Jn this 
event, we have a very valuable 
confirmation of the sacred histo- 
ry of the Levitical priesthood. 
One of the most distinguished 
of all the sacred festivals of the 
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Jews, isthe passover. That or- 
dinance is observed by them, 
in all their dispersions, to the 
present day. And it has been 
thought that very clear traces 
of an imitation of this institu- 
tion, have been discovered a- 
mong many heathen nations. 

4. On an examination of the 
internal character of the book 
of Leviticus, we find satisfacto- 
ry evidences of credibility. In 
all these institutions, there is a 
remarkable harmony. There isa 
perfect con istency in the whole, 
all tending to one great object, 
the solemn worship and honor of 
the God of Israel. All these 
various services unite to exhibit 
the evil of sin, the holiness of 
God, the purity of his law, the 
danger of iniquity, and the ne- 
cessity of atonement for sin.— 
There is also, in these sacred 
ordinances, a great suitableness 
to the character of that people, 
and particularly, to the state of 
society existing at that period of 
the world. These Levitical in- 
stitutions were never designed to 
be perpetual; they were to con- 
tinue only to the advent of the 
great Messiah. As we are assu- 
red by an inspired apostle, they 
were “imposed on them until 
the time of reformation.” Christ 
Jesus is the great sacrifice for 
sin. Previous to that offering, 
it was proper that divine wor- 
ship should be attended with ex- 
ternal sacrifice, in order to keep 
in continual remembrance the 
necessity of atonement for sin, 
which must be effected by the 
shedding of blood.—The Jew- 
ish nation, in the early period 
of their history especially, like 
all other nations of those times, 
were very ignorant, and had 
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made but small advances in civ- 
ilization and refinement. These 
external rites then, addressing 
themselves ina degree to the 
senses, were well calculated to 
make a solemn impression on 
d4heir minds. Add to this, the 
pomp and splendor of their ser- 
vices, the awful dignity of their 
festivals, and the terrific solem- 
nity of some of their rites, ne- 
cessarily producing the deepest 
impression of the Majesty of 
God, and the terror of his name. 
‘T’hese sacred institutions, though 
in some respects burdensome, are 
not in any measure unreasonable 
or absurd, and are evidently cal- 
culated on a principle of benev- 
olence tomen. Here let it be 
remembered, that, in those ear- 
Jy times, all people acknowledg- 
ed the propriety of offering sac- 
rifices to God, and, generaliy, 
with very Jaborious services.— 
In the Levitical instilulions, 
these duties are explicitly defin- 
ed, and, in many respecls, great- 
Jy alleviated. Perhaps the most 
arduous services prescribed to 
Israel, are those which require 
all the peeple, of proper age, to 
collect together at their great 
festivals, three times in a year. 
But it is to be observed, that 
their country was small, that 
such an intercourse would tend 
to maintain their union and 
strength, and prevent them from 
forming connections with other 
people.—In these institutions, 
every seventh day was a Sabbath; 
the poor man’sday. Thenthe 
Jaborer and the beast might rest. 
And further ; every seventh year 
was a Sabbath ; when the people 
the cattle, and the lands, might 
rest. That this might produce 
no inconvenience from scarcity, 
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they had a divine promise that 
every sixth year should redouble 
her increase. Asthe manna in 
the wilderness was doubled on 
the sixth day, that there might 
be no gathering on the Sabbath, 
the earth redoubled her increase 
on the season preceding the Sab- 
batical year. As a still further 
privilege, peculiar to Israel, ev- 
ery fiftieth year was a Jubilee, 
Then was a general rest from Ja- 
| bor, an emancipation of all 
| slaves, and a restoration of the 

poor to the heritage of their fa- 
thers. ‘Thus a principle of uni- 
| versal benevolence characterizes 
all these sacred institutions — 
These Levitical rites are far less 
burdensome and laborious, aside 
from these extraordinary privi- 
leges, than the service prescribed 
by Mahomet, or by the Bramins 
of India. 

In examining the Levitical 
institutions, we find in them ma- 
ny things which are singular, 
and different from any thing to 
be found among the sacred rites 
of any other people. Israel's 
God was not like the gods of the 
nations. The Most High de- 
signed to preserve his people dis- 
tinct and separate from every 
other people. They were ex- 
pressly forbidden. to connect or 
incorporate with neighbouring 

nations. This is a reason sufli- 
cient for the peculiarity of ma- 
ny of their institutions. The 
Roman satyrist makes this re- 
mark upon the Jews, that they 
design to keep themseives 2 dis- 
tinct people, and refuse to teach 
their sacred rites to any others, 
unless they will unite with them, 
and become proselytes to their 
religion. 

This religious system appears 
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well calculated to engage and se- 
cure the attachment of its vota- 
ries. ‘The harmony of the va- 
rious ordinances, the splendor of 
the rites, the benevolence of its 
appointments, are calculated in 
a most effectual manner to en- 
sure this effect. And, for the 
proof of this sentiment, look al 
the character of a Jew, in every 
circumstance of life, in every 
period of time. 

It remaius that we observe, as 
a necessary consequence of the 
remarks which have been made, 
on the credibility of. the facts re- 
corded in the Beok of Leviti- 
cus, «nd on the internal charac- 
ter of ils history and ordinances, 
that this sacred Book must have 
been written under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit of God. From 
whet has been suggested, it ap- 
pears that the things contained 
in this book are true. That is, 
that the narration is a relation 
of facts, and that the sacred or- 
dinances which it contains were 
delivered by Moses to the people 
of Israel as the appointments of 
God, and, as such, were recciy- 
ed by them. A few remarks 
will satisfy us, that in this senti- 
ment, that these ordinances were 
jrom God, they were not and 
could not be mistaken.—Moses 
assured the people that he re- 
ceived the most of these ordin- 
ances from God, while he was 
with him on the mount of Sinai. 
During his abode there, the peo- 
ple saw the special evidence of 
the divine presence, Some of 
these regulations Moses received 
from God in the tabernacle. But 
there also was the divine pres- 
ence, in a cloud of glory, shad- 
owing the mercy-scat.—Thcse 
institutions are worthy of the 
character and the purity of God. 
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Though numerous and minute, 
though strikingly adapted to the 
particular circumstances of that 
people, and though in many in- 
slances an immediate commu- 
nication with God is expected, 
there is nothing sinful or grovel- 
ling, nothing unworthy the holi- 
ness and majesty of Jehovah. 
—The numerous purifications 
which are appointed, taught 
them the necessity of inward 
purily of character. The ston- 
ing of the blasphemer, and the 
destruction of Nadab and Abi- 
hu, taught them the awful cen- 
sequences of impiety. In the 
frequency of their religious rites 
and sacrifices, they saw that 
God was always to be kept in 
mind, and always to be wership- 
ped. The originality of these 
institutions imdicates a divine 
Author. They could not have 
originated in the hearts or the 
ingenuity of men, for they op- 
pose the natural temper of the 
human heart, and are utterly 
unlike all that human ingenuity 
has ever devised. Finite con- 
ceptions could never maintain 
the greatness and purily of God. 
In all these appointments, his 
character is perfectly sustained. 
The institutions found in this 
sacred Book, are all typical of 
gospel times. They are uniform. 
ly thus considered by Christ and 
his apostles. If it were neces- 
sary, this typical representation, 
in a great variety of instances, 
might easily be pointed out.— 
And though, at first, they were 
understood to be mere visible 
representations, their spiritu- 
al nature and design were con- 
stantly unfolded by their pro- 
phets, through all periods of the 
Jewish state. If then, all these 
scnsible representations find a 
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spiritual accomplishment in the 
gospel of Christ, it could be no 
less than a prophetical spirit by 
which they weredesigned. And 
that is the Spirit of God. 

In the holy providence of 
God, these institutions were 
maintained for ages. And they 
were of such a nature that they 
could not have been preserved, 
especially in the great changes of 
the Jewish stale, without the 
special assistance and favor of 
heaven. Every sixth year, the 
land must double its productions. 
And that year which preceded 
the Sabbatical year and the Jubi- 
lee, must treble its fruits. When 
the nation was convened at their 
great festivals, their enemies, 
always watching for opportuni- 
ties to destroy them, should be 
restraincd from imvading their 
lands. All these were standing 
miracles, wrought by the imme- 
diate interposition of divine 
power. That their lavs and 
worship should be maintained, 
under so Many oppressions and 
ehanges, is liltle less. These 
things then, are proof, that those 
institutions were divine. 

. The twenty-sixth chapter of 
this Book, as well as many parts 
of others, is a series of prophecy. 
It is delivered in a plain, iutelli- 
gible manner, prescribing bless- 
ings and curses, and the causes 
by which they shou!d be procur- 
ed. In the name of the God of 
Israel, Moses declares, “If ye 
will not hearken unto me, and 
will not do all these command- 
ments—I will make your cities 
waste—I will bring the Jand into 
desolation—And I will scatter 
you among the heathen—And 
ye shall perish among the hea- 
then. If- they shall confess 


their iniquity, and the iniquity 
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of their fathers—if then their 
uncircumcised heart be humbled, 
and they then accept the pun. 
ishment of their iniquity, then 
will I remember my covenant 
with Jacob, and also my cove. 
nant with Isaac, and also m 

covenant with Abraham will I 
remember ; and I willremember 
the land. And when they be ia 
the land of their enemies, I will 
not cast them away, neither will 
I abhor them, to destroy them 
ulierly, and to break my coven- 
ant with them; for I am the Lord 
their God.”” These prophecies 
have been most signally fulfill- 
ed; they are fulfilling now; 
and, in time to come, will re- 
ceive, in some respects, a still 
more illustrious accomplishment. 
Therefore, they were delivered 
by the divine inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. 

In an altentive consideration 
of the contents of this sacred 
Book, it is easy to perceive what 
a solema importance is attached 
by the Most High, to the holy 
ordinances of his worship. The 
greater part of the Book of Le- 
viticus is taken up with the ap- 
pointments of God respecting 
the manner in which he would 
receive the sacred services of his 
people. These ordinances most 
clearly manifest that God de- 
mands and expects the services 
of his people, that these be often 
rendered, and that they be per- 
formed in such a manner as he 
himself is pleased to direct.— 
Under the Christian dispensa- 
tion, divine service in the ordi- 
nances which God has appoint- 
ed, is no less required than under 
the law of Moses. It is not for 
us to enquire how our services 
can be most acceptable to God ; 
this hc himself has prescribed. 
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The gospel has taught us how 
we may honor our heavenly 
Father, and the faithful observ- 
ance of those means and ordi- 
nances is no less a test of his 
people’s attachment to him, and 
of their interest in the divine 
favor, than was the observance 
of the Levitical sacrifices under 
the law. Then God required 
his people often to appear before 
him, with their sacrifices and 
offerings, as an acknowledg- 
ment of their guilt and righteous 
condemnation, hoping in his in- 
finite mercy, for acceptance and 
pardon. Now, all are required 
to appear before God in the 
merit of the holy sacrifice of 
Christ Jesus, relying on his right- 
eousness, trusting in sovereign 
grace for hope and salvation.— 
Then God required obedience to 
the moral law ; he does the same 
now. 

This portion’ of sacred history 
shows the great privileges and 
the peculiar guilt of gospel sio- 
ners, How dim was the light 
enjoyed by the ancient saints ! 
Yet, they lived and died in 
faith. Through the dark me- 
dium of types and offerings, and 
in the more early periods with 
very little prophetic light, they 
looked down the long vista to 
behold the day of their Lord, 
and to rejoice in his coming. 
Yet could they endure all things 
for him, “ destitute, afflicted, 
tormented ;—not accepting de- 
liverance.” With their little 
light, and their toilsome servi- 
ces, how strong was their attach- 
ment to the interests of Zion! 
When this cause was in a state 
of depression, they would hang 
their harps on the willows, and 
would sooner have their right- 
hand forget her skill to touch 
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the harp or the lyre, than to 
lay aside the habit of mourning. 
Yea, when the cause of the Re- 
deemer was subjected to the 
triumphs of iniquity, they would 
exclaim, “ Oh, that my head 
were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day afd night for the 
slain of the daughter of my 
people !”—Those who enjoy the 
privileges of the gospel, instead 
of looking through the obscure 
medium of types and shadows, 
are invited to turn their eyes 
directly to the Sun of Right- 
eousness, to behold a dying Sav- 
jour on the cross, bleeding for 
men, to listen to his vvice, in- 
viting the weary and heavy-la- 
den to his mercy-seat, calling 
upon every sinner to follow him, 
to follow him in the way to 
God, in the way to heavenly 
glory. Without the toilsome 
service of sacrifices, and carnal 
ordinances, the humble penitent 
is invited to accept of the sacri- 
fice of Christ, offered without 
spot to Goil, to attach his soul 
to him by obedience and love, 
and inherit eternallife.—All this 
light the gospel sinner resists, all 
this grace his soul discards. In 
love with the world, in love 
with sin, he will not submit to a 
divine Saviour, and to a holy 
gospel that he may be saved. 
“ He that despised Moses’ law, 
died without mercy under two 
or three witnesses ; of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, 
shall he be thought worthy, who 
hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant where- 
with he was sanctified an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite. 
unto the Spirit of grace ?” 


Lil 





2 * 2: ee SS Es. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 


Tue Board met according.to appointment, at the Philosophical 
Chamber of Yale College, ou. Thursday, September 15, 1814, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. i 
: Present, . A: coh 

The Hon. Ex1sas Boupinot, Esq. L. L. D. 
Hon. Joun Treapwett, Esq. L. L. D. 
Rev, Josep Lyman, D. D. 

Rey. Samven Sprina, D, D. 
Hon. Joun Hooker, Esq. 

Rey. JepipiaH Morse, D. D- 
Rey. Caryin Cuapin, 

Rey. James Ricwarps, 

Rey. Samuet Worcester, D. D. 
Rey. Henry Davis, D..D. and 
Jeremian Evans, Esq,* . 


The Vice-President opened the meeting with prayer. 
_ The following gentlemen were chosen officers for the year ensuing : 
viz. 
The Hon. Joun Treapwett, Esg. President. 
The Rey. Dr. Sprine, Vice-President. 
‘The Rey. Dr. Sprinc, } 
‘The Rev. Dr. Worcester, and } Pradential Committee.t 
‘Mr. Evarts, 
_ The Rev. Dr. Worcester, Corresponding Secretary. 
The Rev. Mr. Cuarin, Recording Secretary, 
Mr. Evarrs, T'reasurer, and 
Mr. Curster Apaus, Auditor.{ 


Voted, That the thanks of this Board be presented to William 
Bartlet, Esq. for his services as a member of the Prudential Commit- 
tée, and for the generous entertainment which, on several occasions, he 
has afforded the Prudential Committee. — 

The Hon. Elias Boudinot communicated an extract from a letter, 
stating an earfiest request from the Delaware Indians, that missiona- 
ries be sent among them ; which extract was referred to the Pruden- 
tial Committee. 


* The Rev. Dr. Dwight was prevented, by College business, from 
attending till near the close of the meeting. 


-'t William Bartlet, Esq. declined a re-election. 


{ Charles Walley, Esq. who was chosen Auditior last year, declined 
accepting the office. : 
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Voted, That it is the opinion of this Board, that the independent 
and unevangelized tribes of Indians, occupying their own lands, 
whether without or within the limits stated in the treaty of peace 
between the United States and Great Britain, are, with other objects, 
embraced by the Act of their Incorporation. 

The Prudential Committee exhibited their Report, which was ac- 
cepted. 

Fat 3 o’clock P. M. public divine service was attended, in the 
Church of the United Society, and a sermon was delivered by the 
Rev. Mr. Richards, from Eph. iii. 8. Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, ‘is this grace wen, that I should preach among the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Board be presented to the Rev. Mr. 
Richards for his sermon delivered this day ; and that a copy thereof be 
requested for publication. 

The Hon. Mr. Boudinot and the Rev. Dr. Davis were appointed 
a Committee to carry the foregoing vote into effect.’ The printing of 
the sermon was referred to the Prudential Committee. 

Voted, To request De Lauzua Deforest, Esq. to audit the Treas- 
urer’s accounts for the year now closed. 

Friday, Sept. 16. The Rev. Dr. Davis opened the meeting with 
prayer. 

The Treasurer’s accounts were exhibited, as examined, and certified 
by the Auditor, and accepted. 

Voted, That the next annual meeting be holden at’ Salem, Mass. on 
the third Wednesda of Sept. 1815, at 10-o’clock, A. M. 

The Rev. Mr. Chapin was. chosen preacher for that meetiffg, ail 
the Rev. Dr. Davis second preacher. 

Voted, ‘That the Recording Secretary. transmit to every meinber of 
the Board, information of the time and place of the next aimual 
meeting. 

The following ishe-lawe was adopted, in addition to chapter 2nd, 
section Ist, of the Bye-laws : 

If, in the opinion of the Prudential Committee, it shall atany time 
be dangerous to the health of the members of the Board, or on any 
other account highly inexpedient, to meet at the plece appoirited for 
any annual meeting, the Prudential Committee are authorized:to ap- 
point some other place for such meeting, by giving notice of ‘such 
place to the Recording Secretary, in season for him to give _— to 
each member of ‘the Board. 

Voted, ‘That the thanks of this Board be presented to the President 
and Fellows of Yale College, for the convenient accommodation at- 
forded them, during their present session, in the Philosephicab\Gham- 
ber appertaining to said Ectlege ; ; and that the Recording Secretary 


transmit a copy of this’vote to the President. 

Voted, That the Prudential Committee be directed to ‘prepare and 
publish the annual report of the Board,. including such parts-ot the Re- 
port of the Prudential Committee as ‘they shal] judge most useful, an 
abstract of the Treasurer’s accounts, a statement of donations, and such 
other information as they shall deem proper and expedient. 
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The Rev. Dr. Lyman closed the session with prayer. 

The preceding account is compiled from the original minutes of the 
Recording Secretary, with the omission of such particulars as might 
be uninteresting to readers generally. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 


BRETHREN, 

Tue last annual Report of your Committee left our missionaries in 
the East, on the mighty waters, uncertain where they should land, and 
still more doubtful where they should abide. During the year great 
solicitude has been felt for them ; but at length that solicitude is con- 
siderably relieved. _ For a long season they were held in anxious sus- 
pense, painfully fluctuating between fear and hope ; but at length that 
Suspense appears to have come nearly toan end. Our ast letters from 
them were received by the way of England about ten days ago ; the 
latest date from Mr. Newell being the 20th of last December, at Co- 
Jumbo, in the Island of Ceylon ; and from Messrs, Hall and Nott, the 
23d of the same month, at Bombay. The principal facts and circum- 
stances, related in their several‘communications, your Committee will 
report in order. 

Messrs. Hall and Nott, as reported at our last anniversary, left 
Calcutta on the 20th of November, 1812, under circumstances not 
very pleasant, and embarked for Bombay, expecting to touch at Cey- 
Jon, and doubtful whether they should proceed any further. It ap- 
pears, however, that they touched not at Ceylon, but at Pondicherry, 
where“they staid about. five weeks. The reason of this they probably 
assigned in a letter written at Pondicherry, to which in a subsequent 
letter they refer, but which has not been received, They arrived at 
Bombay on the 11th of February, 1813, about eleven weeks after 
Jeaving Calcutta. On their arrival, they immediately found that in- 
telligence concerning them, forwarded from Calcutta, had reached 
Bombay ; intelligence, disadvantageous to them, and accompanied 
with an expression of the willof the supreme government, that they 
should be sent to England. They were permitted to submit to Sir 
Evan Nepean governor of Bombay, .a very respectful and judicious 
memorial ; which, together with accompanying documents, declared 
the views with which they came to India*—made known the patron- 
age and instructions under which they bad been sent forth—gave a nar- 
rative of their proceedings at Calcutta—explained the misunderstand- 
ing which had arisen between them and the supreme government 
there, ‘and the reasons of their departing thence for Bombay, under 
circumstances so liable. to misconstruction—referred their case to the 
well known clemency and candor of the Governor, and implored his 
favor and protection. Their memorial was very kindly received and 
considered ; and every thing relating to their object and their procee- 
dings appeared to the Governor in so.satisfactory a light, that he not 
only allowed them to remain for the present at Bombay, but assured 
them of his disposition to render them every favor in his power ; and 


* See Apppendix. A. 
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even took upon himself the trouble to write-a private letter in their behalf 
to Lord Minto, the governor genéral at Calcutta, with a view to remove 
the unfavorable impressions respecting them, which had been made on 
his Lordship’s mind, either by misrepresentations or unexplained cir- 
cumstances, and to obtain permission for them to reside at Bombay, 
or to go, unmolested, in pursuit of their object elsewhere. Thus en- 
couraged, the two brethren sat down to the study of the Mahratta lan- 
guage, under the’ tuition of a Brahmin ; in the hepe of having the 
satisfaction, in due time, of preaching in that language to the natives 
at Bombay, and in the extensive and populous regions, in which the 
language is vernacular. , | 

Sir Evan Nepean’s letter appears to have been successful in satisfy- 
ing the governor general’s mind in regard to the character and pro- 
ceedings of the two missionaries. The war, however, between the _ 
United States and Great Britain, intelligence of which had been re- 
ceived in India, gave rise to new difficulties. On the 25th of June, 
the brethren were informed, by Dr. Taylor, a gentlemon from whom 
they received many friendly offices, that the Governor, Sir Evan Ne- 
pean, had expressed his fears that, on account of the war, he should 
be under the necessity of sending them to England ; though, as they 
state in their journal, “ the Governor expressed to Dr. Taylor his firm 
confidence in their integrity, and the excellency of ‘the character of 
those gentlemen by whom they were patronized.” ? 

On the 18thof August, by the advice of Mr. Money, another gen- 
tleman to whom they were indebted for many offices of kindness, they 
drew up another memorial to the Governor, which was to be present- 
ed along with certain documents of a purport to shew decisively, that 
their mission had no connexion with the war. Mr. Money, they say, 
‘* urged us to do this immediately, as he had observed our names down 
at the marine office as passengers to England on the Caarmarthen, 
which was to have sailed about this time, but having sprung a leak 
will be detained a month or two.” From this memorial, that some- 
thing of the spirit and feelings of the brethren may be perceived and 
felt, the following passages are extracted :— 

** Right Honorable Sir, | 

“* When we consider that both English and American Christians are 
interested in our success—that already much time and money have 
been expended in our enterprise, and that much more must be expen- 
ded if we are sent from this place ;—that we must then be in perfect 
uncertainty, whether we shall ever be allowed to preach to the desti- 
tute the unsearchable riches of Christ ;—and especially when we con- 
sider the command of that ascending Lord, in whom we all hope, and 
whom we would obey ;—we feel justified, we feel compelled, by mo- 


tives which we dare not resist, to intreat your Excellency’s favor.— 
To ourselves it cannot but be supposed, that to fail in our object must 
be in the highest degree trying. Our feelings are deeply interested, 
it may well be supposed, in our object, to which we have been look- 
ing for so many years—for which we have left our country, our pros- 
pects, and our dearest friends—to which we are conscientiously, 
and, by the help of God, unalterably devoted—in which the hearts 
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of Christians are universally engaged, without distinction of coun. 
try, and which we cannot, doubt, is under the favorable eye of our 
Lord and Master.” 

“Your Excellency’s well known desire for promoting Christian 
knowledge, and the certainty that we should be in future as really un. 
der the direction and at the disposal of your Excellency, as at the pres. 
ent moment, encourage us in requesting that we may be allowed to re- 
main at least till it may be learned whether there will be a speedy ter- 
mination of the unhappy war.” 

On the next day they write, “ Having prepared the preceding me- 
morial, we went with it.to Mr. Money, being desirous to forward it 
as soon as possible, on account of a report which we last evening 
heard, that we were to go to England on the Sir Godfrey Webster, to 
sail on Sabbath next. At breaktast with Mr. Money, we saw the su- 
perintendant of embarkation, who told us, that he had, by order of 
the Governor, yesterday, settled every arrangement for our going in 
the Sir Godfrey Webster, and that every pains had been taken to make 
us comfortable, and that we had been provided for suitably to our min- 
isterial character. We were much distressed by this intelligence, and 
especially as we were entirely unprepared for such a voyage. Mr. 
Money immediately waited on the Governor, to tell him our unpre- 
pared state, and to hand him the above petition. On his return he 
informed us, that the Governor’s orders from Bengal were such, that 
he would be unable to allow us to remain ; but, as he was unwilling to 
put us to any inconvenience, he would allow us to stay until the sailing 
of the Caarmarthen, which is to be in about six weeks. We then 
waited on the Governor ourselves, and expressed our thanks for his 
kindness now, and on former occasions. He told us, that he had sup- 
posed us prepared on the ground of what he had told Dr. Taylor; and 
endeavored to justify the Supreme Government in sending us away on 
account of the war. He declared his perfect confidence that we were 
innocent and harmless men, whose weapons of warfare were not car- 
nol but spiritual. He likewise told us that he had succeeded in re- 
moving the unfavorable impressions which had been made on the mind 
of the Governor General, to effect which he had written to Lord Min- 
to a private letter. Thus it pleases the Lord to deal with us. We 
have never heen covered with so thick a cloud.” 

Things remained in this posture until about the middle of Septem- 
ber. At that time the brethren received from Calcutta the letters 
which about ten months before had been sent out for them from this 
country by the Alligator ; and which, say they, “ afforded us a ple2- 
sure which we cannot, describe.” With the advice of particular 
friends, they submitted to the Governor’s inspection the official letter 
to them from the Corresponding Secretary, accompanied with a pote 1 
which they say ; ‘ We extremely, regret that the accompanying letter 
did not come to hand at anearlier period. Though received at so late 
an hour, we should not feel that we were faithful to our Patrons, to 
numerous body of Christian friends, and the Saviour’s cause, were We 
not to beg the liberty of presenting it to your Excellency for perusal. 
Its general tenor, and particularly the information which it gives of the 
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nppointment of a Committee~at Calcutta to co-operate in our mission, 
seems fo us fully to declare, that our Society is simply engaged in ‘the 
great work, deat to English and American Christians, of spreading 
Christian knowledge and Christian hopes. The gentlemen, whom we 
now understand to constitute the Committee, ‘are the Rev. Dr. Carey, 
the Rev. Mr. Thomason, Chaplain, and George Udny, Esq. the latter 
two in the place of Dr. Brown, ‘and J. H: Harrington, Esq. To this 
Committee we yesterday made known our unhappy situation ; and we 
beg leave to express our desire to your Excellency, that our’departure 
from this Presidency may be so long delayed, as to give them an op- 
portunity of acquainting the Governor General with their relation to us, 
and of renioving, if possible, the objections to our stay arising frou 
the unhappy war.” . nage 

The next day after this note was delivered, they write in their 
journal, “* Mr. Nott waited on the Governor this morniug at his request. 
He mentioned that he felt greatly embarrassed on account of yester- 
day’s letter to him ;—that he wished to do all in his power for us ; that 
he would think on the subject, and give an answer in two or three days. 
He did not hesitate in saying, that were he Teft to himself, he could 
hot send us away.” ’ , ; 

The Committee of Agency for our affairs in India, appointed by 
the Prudential Committee, as ‘this Board will recollect, were the Hon. 
John H. Harrington, Esq. and Drs. Carey and Brown. But when our 
communications arrived at Calcutta, Dr. Brown was dead, and Judge 
Harrington was absent. Under these circumstances, Dr. Carey 
thought fit to appoint the Rev. Thomas Thomason* in the place of 
Dr. Biiwa’ and they unitedly requested George Udny, Esq.t to act 
in the place’of Mr. Harrington. Intelligence of this arrangement was 
duly communicated to the two brethren at Bombay ; and they, pér- 
ceiving the advantage which it offered them, immediately addressed 
the’ letter referred to in the above cited note ‘to Governor Nepean, ‘to 
the Committee at Calcutta, for the purpose of engaging their good offi- 
ces with the Governorx-Genetal in their behalf." ’ 

About five days after ihis, the two brethren received letters'from Mr. 
Newell at Columbo, and from the Rev. Mr. Thomson, Chaplain at 
Madras, from which the following extracts are given. Mr. Newell, 
under date of Aug. 18th, 1813, writes, “ I have had repeated assuran- 
ces from the Hon. and Rey. Mr. Twistleton, senior Chaplain, and Mr. 
Brisset the other Chaplain, the Governor’s brother-in-law, that'as many 
of my friends as choose to come here shall be safe, and have liberty to 
goto any part of the Island.” Mr. Thomson, under date of Sept. 7th, 
writes, ** You have, I believe, received notice from Mr. Newell, that 
you will be welcomed at Ceylon. I am warranted by letters from the 


* The Prudential Committee, before receiving this communication, had 
appointed the Rev. Mr. Thomason to supply the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of the Rev. Dr. Brown. 


t George Udny, Esq. has been for many years a member of the Su 
preme Council in the Bengal Government, and has been uniformly 
favorable to the diffusion of Christianity in India. The Supreme Council 
consists of four members with the Governor General at their head. 
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Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twistleton, to confirm it. I think you should 
Jose no time in submitting this to the ,Govermor, Sir Evan Nepean 
and requesting leave to retire thither, instead of being sent to Eng- 
land.” 

Accordingly, after prayerful consideration, Messrs. Hall and Nott, 
on the 22d Sept. submitted the communications from Messrs. Thomson 
and Newell to the Governor, accompanied with a memorial, in which 
they say, “ After having read them, we beg your Excellency to re- 
gard with a favorable eye the pure, peaceful, inoffensive, Christian 
character of our mission, proved incontestably by our instructions, b 
our letters, and by the appointment of a Committee of British gentle- 
men of the clergy and laity to co-operate in the mission, which we 
have had the happiness of making known to your Excellency ; and 
to bestow an indulgent consideration on our present distressing situa- 
tion, which must be aggravated in a severe degree, if we are sent 

‘ across the seas to a foreign land, divided from our couutry by an un- 
happy war, the commencement of which we have sincerely deprecated, 
and for the conclusion of which we eamestly. pray.” —* It is still our 
highest wish to remain here, and render ourselves useful as instructors 
of youth and preachers of the Gospel, under the protection of your 
Excellency’s government, where the spiritual miseries of thousands 
call so loudly for the blessings of Christianity, where there are so 
many facilities for diffusing those blessings, and from which we cannot 
be sent without so much grief to numerous. Christians, and so much 
discouragement to others, who are desiring to leave their own coun- 
try, and go to preach Christ in Pagan lands. It is only therefore in 
the last resort, and with the hope of preventing the entire defeat of our 
pious attempt, that we implore your Excellency’s sanction to remove 
ourselves from this place to Ceylon, where we have such assurances of 
a favorable reception, where we cannot but be under the superintending 
eye of a British government, and where, we trust, our conduct will be 
unobjectionable to his Excellency Governor Brownrigg.” 

In their journal, Oct. 2, the brethren write, “‘ Mr. Money having, 
at our request, conferred with the Governor concerning our petition, 
received this day from his Excellency a note nearly as follows: “! 
find myself awkwardly situated relative to the two Missionaries whom 
I wish toserve. On the 20th of August I wrote to Lord Minto, and I 
ought to have received his Lordship’s answer some days since, and am 
now in daily expectation of it. 1 told his Lordship, that I understood 
he had changed his plan concerning missionaries, and allowed one in 
similar circumstances to remain in Bengal ; and that now there was 
time for him to shew the same favor to Messrs. Hall and Nott; but 
that if I should receive no new commands from his Lordship, I should 
send them to England by the next ships. I had thought of another 
plan for them, which was, that in case Captain Digby should arrive in 
season, I should request him to give them a passage in the Cornwallis, 
which, as that ship will stop at Ceylon, would give Governor Brownrigg 
an opportunity to take such measures relative to them as he might 
judge proper.” Nine days afterwards they write, ‘ This day dined 
with the Governor. He added nothing to what be bad said in Dis. 
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Money’s note. He repeated that he must send us in one of these ships, 
unless something new should take place.” And five days after this, 
that is, on the 16th of October, they say, “ This afternon-we received 
a note from our friend W. T. Money, Esq. informing us, that the 
Govemor had failed in his application to Captain Digby, He says, 
‘ Sir Evan sincerely regrets his ill success. Iam sure he felt, and does 
now feel, much interest for you. Under these inauspicious circum- 
stances, nothing now remains, but to prepare for your departure in the 
‘Caarmarthen.’” 

The Caarmarthen was, at this time, on the eve of sailing, and thete 
remained to Messrs. Hall and Nott scarcely a gleam of hope that they 
should avoid being sent to England. On the 18th of October, how- 
ever, they had information of a vessel going to Cochin ; learned that 
she would give them a passage, if they could be ready to go on board 
in about four or five hours ; and understood, that from Cochin she 
would shortly convey them to Columbo in Ceylon. The time for de- 
liberation was short. ‘They concluded to go ; and accordingly, taking 
some of their most necessary things, they embarked; leaving Mrs. 
Nott and her child, and some notes hastily written to acquaint their 
friends at Bombay with the fact and the reasons of their departure. 
On the 30th of the same month, they arrived at Cochin, where they 
were very kindly received, and during their stay very generously en- 
tertained, by Mr. Pearson, magistrate of the place.: 

On the 5th of November, they write in their journal, ‘ For five days 
we have, been laboriously employed in travelling among, and inquiring 
about, the Jews and Christians. We have visited the College at Vali- 
poli and several Catholic churches ; “Candenade, the see of the late 
Syrian Bishop, and the synagogues of the Jews at Cochin. We 
have carefully committed to paper what information we could obtain, 
having been kindly furnished with such facilities as the place affords.”’ 

The vessel, which had conveyed them te Cochin, could not, as they 
had expected, convey them thence to Columbo. While waiting and 
seeking for a passage, and just as one seeméd to be presenting itself, 
an order arrived from Bombay, requiring them to be sent back to that 
place. They accordingly returned, after an absence of almost a 
month. With their private departure from Bombay, Sir Evan Nepean 
was not well pleased ; as it might, from the favor which he had shewn 
them, subject him to censure from the General Government, for imputed 
contrivance or delinquency. In a respectful and able memorial ‘to 
him, however, after their return, they justified the procedure on the 
broad principle, that the authority of the Lord Jesus, under which 
they had been sent forth to preach the Gospel to the heathen, was para- 
mount to any civil authority, which would frustrate, or counteract 
their mission ;* and the Governor at length was so far satisfied, as to 
allow them to leave the ship in which they had been brought back to 
Bombay, and which for several days after their arrival they were not 
allowed to leave, and, free from all duress, to occupy a house provided 
for their accommodation in the city. Still he considered himself as 


* Seé Appendix B. 
Vor. VII. NO. 12. Kkk 
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required by the Supreme Government to send them to England ; and 
as under particular obligations, from assurances which he had given 
the Governor General, to send them by the earliest regular conveyance. 
On their return into the city, the two brethren were received by 
their worthy friends there with great joy, and with expressions and 
tokens of undiminished affection, confidence, and respect. Very soon 
afterwards, on the 10th of Dec. they received, from the Rev. Mr. 
Thomason of Calcutta, the last of three letters,* bearing date Oct. 8th, 
and 13th, and Nov. 19th, 1613, in answer to theirs of Sept. 15th, ad- 
dressed to our agents at Calcutta. In these Ictters Mr. Thomason, 
With strong expressions of Christian affection, and of desire to promote 
the great object of their mission, related to them the measures which 
he and his colleagues in the agency had taken in their behalf with the 
Government, and the success with which those measures had been at- 
tended. “ The last letter in particular,” say the brethren, “filled us 
with joy and thanksgiving toGod. We immediately sent a copy of it 
to brother Newell, and to Mr. Money on the Gauts. Our friends ad- 
vise to wait a day or two in kopes of something more full from Cal- 
cutta ; and if nothing should come, to lay them before the Governor.” 
Accordingly, on the 13th of December, they sent to the Govemor the 
following note, enclosing the two last letters irom Mr. ‘Thomason. 


“ Right Honorable Sir, 

** Having always been convinced that the resolution to send us from 
this country emanated solely from the orders of the Supreme Govern- 
ment, and not from the disposition of your Excellency, which we know 
to be friendly to the evangelical object of our mission ; and having 
received letters from Calcutta, “evincing a change of sentiments in the 
late Governor General, and the conviction of Lord Moira the present 
Govemor General, “‘ that our intentions are to do good, and that no 
conceivable public injury can arise from our staying,” and that his 
Lordship “ spoke very decidedly about our being allowed to stay ;” 
we beg to submit to the perusal of your Excellency two letters, dated 
13th Oct. and 19th ult. addressed to us by the Rev. Thomas Thoma- 
son, a most respectable minister of the Church of England, resident 
at Calcutta. We trust that your Excellency will consider these 
letters as containing decisive evidence of the favorable inclinations 
of Lords Minto and Moira in regard to our present circumstances, 
and future views: and that with this proof of the light in which 
our mission Is now regarded by the supreme British authority in 
India, your Excellency will have no difficulty in permitting us to 
remain in this place. 

** It is with inexpressible satisfaction that we are enabled, by a 
kind and overruling Providence, to present these communications to 
your Excellency, at this very interesting moment, 

We have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

** Bombay, Dec. 13, 1813. 


* See Appendix C. 
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On the 16th of Dec. their friend Mr. Money informed the two breth- 
ren, ‘“ that he had just been with the Governor, who mentioned, that 
no orders having been-received from Calcutta concerning their stay, 
and he being still under the positive orders of the supreme Govern- 
ment to send them away, he must now send them.” And on the 20th, 
h. T. Goodwin, Esq. the senior magistrate of police, officially notified 
them, ‘ that a passage was to be provided for them to England on 
board the Charles Mills.” 

The Charles Mills was then under orders to sail on the 22d of the 
same month, only two days after this note was given. At this critical 
moment they drew up a memorial to the Governor, ,as their last ap- 
peal :* a memorial, which they considered as a private communication, 
addressed to his Excellency, not as a Governor only, but as a man, and 
a Christian ; which was written with the feelings and the solemnity of 
the occasion ; and which, as they are careful to note, they viewed as 
of a confidential nature, but that the worthy Governor was pleased 
himself to give it publicity. It appears to have been generously re- 
ceived by the Governor, according to his accustomed goodness, and to 
have had its desired effect. 

On the next day after sending this letter, the brethren write in their 
journal, “ We continued our prepar.‘'ons.—By two o'clock, (same 
day) our things were packed and labelled ; by three the Coolies (por- 
ters) were all here ; the things were all carried below ; the boats were 
engaged te carry them on board ship, and the carpenter to go and fas- 
ten them. The friend, who had charge of the things, then went to the 
Captain for orders to have them received on board. The Captain went 
to the pay oflice for the money for our passage ; the money was re- 
fused, and it was reported, that we were not to go. The friend re- 
turned with this information, and the things were all put into a room 
below, and the coolies dismissed. About five, Mr. Goodwin, the sen- 
ior magistrate of police, called upon us to say, that our letter had been 
communicated to the Council ; and that upon examination, it had been 
found, that no orders of any kind had been received from Bengal, of 
a later date than the 19th of November, and that the government would 
allow us to remain, until they should receive further orders from Ben- 
gal concerning us. This intelligence at this decisive moment has filled . 
us with great joy ;_and given us great hopes, that we shall yet be al- 
lowed to remain at Bombay. How wonderful and how merciful are 
God’s dealings with us !”’ 

The next morning, 22d Dec. they received the following official 
note. 


“To the Rev. Gordon Hall: and the Rev. Samuel Nott, American 
Missionaries. 
‘** Gentlemen, 
“I am directed by the Right Honorable, the Governor in Council, to 
acquaint you, that under the expectation of receiving some further in- 
structions from the Supreme Gorernment respecting you, he has deter- 


# See Appendix D. 











460 Report of the Prudential Committce. [Dec. 


mined to defer the carrying the directions he has received into execu- 
tion, until such instructions shall arrive. 
** I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
W. Newnan, Sec. to Government.” 
“* Bombay Castle, Dec. 21, 1813. 


Our last letters from these brethren appear to have been forwarded 
to England, by the same ship, in which they themselves expected to 
have been conveyed thither, and which sailed from Bombay on the 
23d of December. Later than this date we have no intelligence from 
them. From the facts and circumstances now communicated, howev- 
er, your Committee derive a pleasing confidence, that our mission may 
obtain an establishment at Bombay : and they are persuaded that this 
whole Board, and the Christian public extensively, will unite with 
them in adoring the goodness of the Lord, so remarkably displayed in 
the signal interpositions of his providence in behalf of our missionaries. 
Under Providence, grateful acknowledgments are due to the Right 
Honorable Sir Evan Nepean for the candor, magnanimity, and kind- 
ness, exhibited in his treatment of the missionaries, so creditable to 
his character, asa magistrate, and a Christian. Nor can the Com- 
mittee forbear to express’ their high sense of the admirable spirit and. 
conduct, shewn by the missionaries themselves, in the circumstances 
of severe trial in which they have been called to act. The evidence 
here exhibited of their firmness, their perseverance, theit wisdom, 
and their devotedness to the great object of their mission, cannot fail 
to raise them in the estimation and affection of this Boad, and to se- 
cure them the confidence and favor of the Christian public. 

~ On the 24th of Feb. 1813, Mr. Newel embarked at the Mauritius 
on board a Portuguese brig, bound to Bombay, but destined to touch 
at Point de Galle in the Island of Ceylon. At the latter place he ex- 
pected to meet one’or both of the other brethren ; but on his arrival 
he learned that they were both gone to Bombay. Supposing, howev- 
ef, that they would not be allowed to remain there, he thought it best 
for him to stay in Ceylon, where he was assured of the protection and 
favor of Governor Brownrigg, and other principal officers of the gov- 
emment. He immediately despatched a letter to the brethren at Boin- 
bay ; and by the return of the mail he received an answer from them 
from which he learned, that, though their situation at’ Bombay was 
quite precarious, yet they had considerable hope that they should be 
allowed to establish themselves there, and thought it advisable for him 
to direct his studies with a view to that place. Accordingly, as soon 
as he could make arrangements for the purpose, he commenced the stu- 
dy of the Sangskrit, Hindoostanee, and Persian languages ; and qui- 
etly ‘pursued this study until some tithe in November, when, from in- 
formation received from the brethren at Bombay, he felt compelied to 
give up all hope of the establishment of the mission at that place.— 
From the tithe of his artival in Ceylon, however, till the date of his 
last letter, he preached in English constantly once, twice, or three 
tirnes a week, to English and half-cast\.people ; of whom he says, 
‘ there are thousands in and about Columbo, who stand in need of in- 
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struction, as much as the heathen,”’ and among whom he hoped his la- 
bors would not be in vain. Atthe date of his last letter, Mr. Newell 
supposed tgat his brethren were actually on their passage to England, 
and that he was left alone. “ Stript,” says he, “ of all my domestic 
enjoyients, by the death of my wife and child, and separated from 
all my dear missionary associates, I find myself a solitary pilgrim in 
the midst of aheathen land. My heart is sometimes quite overwhelm- 
ed with grief. But my prevailing desire is, and my determination, to 
try to do something for the wretched heathen around me. My convic- 
tion of the duty and practicability of evangelizing the heathen has not 
been diminished, but greatly increased, by all that I have witnessed in 
this part of the world,” Thus circumstanced, he was undetermined in 
regard to the field in which to fix his mission ; whether to remain in 
Ceylon, or attempt an establishment at Bussora at the head of the Per- 
sian Gulf, The reasons which weighed in his mind for the one and 
for the other, he states at large, and in a manner which indicates much 
attention and reflection.* His trials, though different from those of 
his brethren, have been not less painful ; and appear to have been sus- 
tained ina manner not less creditable to the character of a Christian 
missionary, He must have been greatly rejoiced to learn, as he doubt- 
less did in a short time, that his brethren had not been sent to England, 
as he supposed ; and if they have been permitted to remain at Bom- 
bay, he has probably joined them there, to the great joy of them all. 

Messrs. Richards and Warren, who, at the time of our Jast annual 
meeting, were, as then reported, in very eligible situations at Phila- 
delphia, have just completed their respective periods of engagement 
there ; and, so far as appears, very much to their own satisfaction, 
and to the satisfaction of those with whose patronage and friendly offices 
they have been favored. 

Soon after our last annual meeting, Messrs. Benjamin C. Meigs, 
Burr Baldwin, Horatio Bardwell, and Daniel Poor, were admitted by 
the Prudential Committee, as Candidates for our missionary service ; 
and since, after such a period and measure of trial as the Committee. 
judged suitable, they have all, excepting Mr. Baldwin, been formally 
received as Missionaries, to be under the patronage and direction of 
this Board. Mr. Baldwin has been prevented from being thus receiv-. 
ed, by feeble health, which the Committee greatly lament, and from 
which they devoutly hope he will ere long be recovered. 

Messrs. Richards, Warren, Meigs, Bardwell, and Poor, will hoid& 
themselves in readiness to go forth to the heathen with the glad tidings 
of salvation, as soon as Providence shall open the door for their being 
sent. At present the door at every point seems to be closed by the war ; 
but this Board and the friends of Christian missions will not cease to 
pray, that the war may soon be terminated ; nor are the Committee 
without hope, should it continue, some way will nevertheless be found 
out for the conveyance of the waiting missionaries to their destined 
fields of labor. 

From three other young gentlemen, one now a practising phy- 
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sician of distinguishing promise, another a student at the Theologic- 
al Seminary at Andover, the Committee have received very pleas- 
mg communications, expressing their desire to be engafd in the 
missionary service, under the direction of this Board. *But upon 
these applications, as they are yet quite recent, no decisive act has 
been passed. 

It will appear, by the statements which the Treasurer will furnish, 
that the liberality of the Christian public toward this Board is contin- 
ucd and extended. New associations are formed for the purpose of 
contributing their aid. The number of pious persons, who are be- 
coming acquainted with the wants and the miseries of the heathen 
world, and who are desirous of uniting their efforts to remove these 
wants and alleviate these miseries, is evidently on the increase.— 
Your Committee have reason to believe, that should Providence soon 
prepare the way for the establishment of missionary stations in differ- 
ent pagan countries, an adequate number of pious, able, devoted 
servants of Christ would offer themselves 2s heralds of the Gospel to 
the heathen, and the means would not be withheld of supporting them 
in their most laborious, as well as most benevolent undertaking. It 
is a pleasing thought, and one which may be indulged without pre- 
sumption, that the Redeemer will graciously bestow upon Christians 
in America the honor of becoming joyful instruments in promoting his 
cause, and advancing the progress of the millennium, not only within 
our own borders, but extensively also in foreign lands. How noble will 
be the distinction, should we be known asa people, to the inhabitants 
of distant continents and islands, not as covetous of territory—not as 
ambitious of political dominion,—not as engrossed by commerce and 
swallowed up by the cupidity of avarice ;-—but as the liberal dispen- 
ters of unsearchable riches, 2s cheeriully and zealously imparting to 
oilers God’s unmerited bounty to ourselves, 

While regarding the subject in this point of light, your Committee 
cannot refrain from expressing their joy, that this glorious work has 
been begun :—that it has been formally and systematically entered 
upon by Christians in this country ;—that missionaries, in the employ- 
ment ot this Board, have been engaged on the shores of Asia, in pre- 
paring to preach to the people in their own Janguages ;—that the Scrip- 
tures, in the comnion tongues of the countries, have been purchased 
and disiributed, as a free-will offering to God, from our honorable wo- 
men, our young men and maidens, our old men and children. 

It ought to be thankfully noticed, that many enlightened persons in 
India ;—men of enlarged views and great acquaintance with the world; 
—~<(ignified magistrates and persons of professional eminence }—have 
most unequivocally and carnestly expressed their conviction of the ne- 
cessity of missionaries, and their sense of the deplorable condition of 
the people in a moral point of view. Persons of this description have 

joyfully hailed the co-operation of America, in the great work of evan- 
celizing mankind, as a most desirable event. They have expressed an 
#hxious wish, that our efforts may be greatly and indefinitely increased. 
The limits of this Report, already too long perhaps, will not allow 
your Cemmittce to specify all the facts on the authority of which these 
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assertions are made. Many such facts have appeared, in the course 
of the preceding narration, and the accompanying documents. 

It is evident also from every page of the correspondence of the mis- 
sionaries, that notwithstanding all their discouragements and perplexi- 
ties, they have been more and more convinced, by all that they have 
seen and heard, not only of the practicability and duty of supporting 
missions, but of its being their particular duty, as it is evidently their 
highest pleasure, to consider themselves as unalterably devoted to this 
work. They are also convinced, as their repeated discussions of this 
topic abundantly prove, that whatever may be the design of Provi- 
dence in regard to themselves or their mission, it is the duty of Chris- 
tians to take it for granted, that the cause of missions will prevail, and 
to resolve, that by the help of God, and with all vevbretitiel subiniol sion, 
to his holy dispensations, it shall prevail. 

The agents of this Board in London have remitted fo Calcutta, by 
the earliest opportunities, the avails of our several remittances to them, 
We had calculated, that our missionaries would have received our first 
remittance at an earlier date than that of their last letter, as this remit- 
tance was sent from London by the earliest spring ships of 1812. It 
could not, we think, be much longer delayed. But, through the kind- 
ness of friends whom Providence had raised up for them in ev ery 
place they had visited, there was little danger that our brethren would 
be put to serious inconvenience by any aceidental delay of remit- 
tances. 

At the conclusion of their Report, the Committee would direct their 
respectful attention to the Christian public. They need not solicit, 
what will be granted of course and without solicitation, a candid pe- 
rusal of this their annual communication, and of the papers whicls 
will follow it. All who have contributed to send the blessings of the 
Gospel to the heathen ;—all who love the prospe rity of Zion, “will feel 
a deep interest in the history of our infant mission, ‘and, we doubt not, 
will perceive the necessity of continued and persevering exertions. 
The object in view is so transcendantly important, as not to admit of 
any halting or hesitation in the pursuit, while any prospect of success 


remains. Such a prospect will remain, we are persuaded, without 


suffering even a temporary eclipse, till the Gospel shall shed its benign 

influence on every land. With thankful acknowledgment of the many 

favors shewn by the Christian public to this object, and the many 

prayers offered in its behalf, the Committee would animate their 

fathers and brethren, as well as themselves, with the exhortation, Be 

not weary in well-doing ; for in due season we shall reap, if we faii:! nob. 
New-Haven, Sept. 15, 1814. 


APPENDIX (A.) 


(On the day after their arrival at Bombay, Messrs. Hall and Nott, 
after taking suitable advice, put into the hands of Mr. Money, a gentle- 
man of that place, the following petiticn to his Kixcellency, the Governor.] 





“. 
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To the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean, Governor of Bombay, &¢. 


Right Honorable Sir, 

The Undersigned, lately arrived from America by way of 
Bengal, beg leave to state to your Excellency, that having been or- 
dained to the Gospel Ministry, they have come to this country with a 
desire of being useful, by translating the Scriptures, by aiding in the 
education of children, and ultimately making known thé Gospel to 
some who are now ignorant of it. 

Humbly trusting that these objects will meet with your Excellen- 
cy’s approbation, they most eamestly beg, that they may be allowed 
to pursue them. At the same time, they cherish the hope, that should 
they be permitted to remain in the country, an orderly and prude.»: 
conduct will show, that your Excellency’s indulgence has not been 
misplaced. 

They are happy indeed, Right Honorable Sir, in thus presenting 
the advancement of our holy religion to a Christian Governor ;—one 
too, who has given so many proofs of a desire for the diffusion of the 
Scriptures, and the promotion of happiness among mankind. 

They have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 

Right Honorable Sir, your most obedient 
and most humble servants, 
Bombay, Feb. Gorpon Hatt, 
12, 1813. Samue. Nott. 


[On visiting the police office, the same day on which the preceding pe- 
tition was forwarded, the missionaries were told, that they would not be 
permitted to remain, and that unfavorable impressions concerning them 
had been made upon the mind of this government. They found themselves 
charged with having broken their word, in not going from Calcutta to 
the Isle of France ; and with having concealed themselves at Calcutta, 
while the police officers were in search of them to put them on board ship 

for England. For the purpose of refuting these charges, and explain- 
tng their conduct, they drew up and presented, by his Excellency’s per- 
amission, the following memorial.] 


Bombay, Feb. 18, 1813. 
To the Right Honorable Sir Evan Nepean, Governcr of Bombay, &. 


Right Honorable Sir, 

We have heard with the deepest concern, that your Excellency 
has received from Bengal intelligence deeply injurious to our charac- 
ter as men, as Christians, and especially as Ministers of the Gospel. 
Our concern is the more distressing, when we consider our solemn res- 
ponsibility to the great Head of the Church, and the high importance 
that the missionary character should stand without reproach ; especially 
in a region like this, where the forfeiting of that character must be at- 
tended with circumstances so truly deplorable. We beg, therefore, 
your Excellency’s indulgent consideration of the following statement 
gf our conduct, 
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When we left America, as your Excellency will perceive by our 
letter of instructions, a copy of which we take the liberty of sending 
herewith, our destination was not precisely fixed ; but was left for our 
subsequent decision. On arriving at Calcutta, our first object was to 
ebtain such information as would enable us to decide with discretion. 
But from representations made to us at that time, we were induced to 
believe, that we should not be allowed to remain in the Honorable 
Company’s dominions. An order from government, received about a 
week after our arrival, which order included Messrs. Johns, Lawson, 
and May, three English missionarics, and Mr. Rice, an American, in- 
creased our fears. We doubted whether we should be allowed to leave 
the Honorable Company’s dominions for any place east of the Ca 
of Good Hope ; and, if for any, supposed it would be for the Isle of 
France alone. With these views we presented the petition marked 
No. 1.* 

When this petition was handed, Mr. Martin} objected to the present- 
ing of it; and said, that the order of government was positive for our 
return to America ;—that we must depart upon our own ship, but that 
she might carry us whither she liked. 

In the course of a week from this, we received an answer from gov- 
ernment, stating, that our assurances of going to the Isle of France 
were accepted ; but that we must expect to be at the disposal of the 
government of that Island. 

After this, we continued in the expectation of going to the Isle of 
France, for about two months. We were endeavoring to obtain a pas- 
sage, when we were taken sick. As soon as we recovered, we renew- 
ed our endeavors, engaged our passage on the ship Adele, and paid 
for it as early as the 17th of September, at which time we were ex- 
pecting the Adele to sail in a few days, though she did not till about 
the middle of the following month. 

During our delay at Calcutta, the causes of which we have now ex- 
plained, we were led by observation to believe, that our fears had been 
premature: for we found Missionaries, who had been ordered away 
no less positively than ourselves, nevertheless residing quietly in 
Bengal ; and we ascertained the same to be true of others in India. 
We therefore began to hope, that, had we pursued a different plan, we 
might have been allowed to go to the place, which our inquiries should 
incline us to choose. Several reasons at length inducing us to desire to 
go to Ceylon, rather than to the Isle of France, we prepared the anuex- 
ed petition, No. 2; but, lest we should presume too much on the 
indulgence of Government, we at the same time pursued our arrange- 
ments, intending, should that petition be rejected, to proceed according 
to our original pian, to the Isle of France. The petition, when deliv- 
ered at the Police, was carried by the clerk to Mr. Martin, who was on 
the opposite side of the room, and who replied through the same clerk, 
*that it was unnecessary to present that petition, and that he would 


* Sce No. 1. at the close of this Memorial. _ 
+ Mr. Martin was the chief magistrate of police. 
t See No. 2, at the close of this Memorial. 
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give us a pass at any time.’ ‘The question was asked by Mr. Hall, 
* Should we go to Ceylon, instead of the Isle of. France, would that 
be equally acceptable to the Government?’ and was answered in the 
affirmative. 

The petition was withdrawn; and we did all in our power to ob- 
tain a passage for Ceylon. But before we could obtain one, we were 
summoned to the Pelice, and our reasons were demanded for not having 
gone to the Isle of France. Our reply was, that we had been endeav- 
cring to go thither, till we bad learnt trom the Police that a pass might 
be obtained equally weil for Ceylon ; and that we were then seeking 
for an opportunity to depart for that island. We did not at this, or at 
any other time, say, at the Police, nor to any person whomsoever, that 
eur delay of going to tie Isie of France was for want of opportuni- 
ties. Nor could we have said this without obviously appearing to 
many, whe well knew our proceedings, to be totally destitute of every 
principle of honor and religion. 

Notwithstanding all our efforts, we found no opportunity of going to 
Cey!on; nor could we hope for one, we were told, earlier thaw the Jan- 
uary fleet. In the mean time, it had been suggested to us, that Mr. 
Martin would probably give a general vass from Bengal, without spe- 
cifying any particular place. We supposed, from what he had said 
respecting his giving a pass, that a pass from him, aud not a formal 
permission from government, was a regular departure. Whether such 
a pass could be obtained we did indeed doubt ;. but we were encouraged 
to make the attempt in the confidence, that to fail could not injure us, 
and that, should we succeed, im the-voice of the Police we should have 
the voice of the government ; particularly as the Peiice had been the 
enly organ of government to us. 

Our application succeeded ; and on the faith of our passes “ to des 
part on the ship Commerce, capt. Arbuthnot,” we proceeded to make 
eur arrangements ; estceming it a great favor that we had obtained per- 
mission: to depart, though it gave us no right of remaining in the place 
to. which we intended to go. Our friends expressed their happiness at 
our success ;—among whom were some, in whose judginent we thought 
it safe to confide. 

The passes now in the hands of R. TF. Goodwin, Esq.* were ob- 
tained on the 10th of November, with the expectation that the ship 
would sail in feur or five days. On Saturday the 13th, a part of our 
baggage was put on board. On Tuesday morning, the 16th, we paid 
our passage to the captain’s agent, and, in the aflerncon of the same day, 
we were ‘unexpectedly summoned to attend at the Police, which we 
did the next morning with Messrs. Rice and Judson, who lad received 
alike summons. We then received a communication from-government, 
stating, that on account of our having failed to go to the Isle of France, 
we were considered as having forfeited all claim tothe further indulgence 
of government ; and directing the Police.to correspond with the. Ma- 
rine Board, concerning the provision for our departure for England, om 
the fleet under despatch. The fleet, we were informed, was to sail 


* Mr. Goodwin is chief magistrate of police at Bombay. 
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svithin five days, which would allow no more than three days to prepare 
for a voyage to England. 

After reading the order, Mr. Nott mentioned to Mr. Martin his cir- 
cumstances, and asked, whether the order of government would in 
terfere with his previous arrangements, and prevent his departing 
according to his pass? The reply was “ Certainly ; the order of gov- 
ernment is positive.” Mr, Martin then mentioned the opportunities 
there had been of going to the Isie of France, which had been neglect- 
ad; and added that he had always told him, that he would have to go 
to the Isle of France or England. Neither of us, however, had heard 
our going to England mentioned before. 

Ve were directed by the person who went with us from the Police, 
to give information should we change our place of residence ; and 
were also advised by him to write to Mr. Martin concerning our fami- 
lies, as they had not been noticed in the orders of government. ‘This 
advice, however, we did not follow, as we immediately formed the plan 
of making the annexed address to the Right Honorable the Governor 
General. 

Concluding from the unexpected orders, that, if we applied, we 
should not perhaps be permitted to proceed to Bombay, we resolved to 
attempt to obtain liberty to go to Point de Ga'!e, where the captain was 
so obliging as to promise to put us on shore. With these views we pre- 
pared the petition, No. 3.* 

After this paper had received the approbation of some of our friends, 
we went on Thursday morning  Muanelabe for the. purpose of 
presenting it to his Lordship. The Hon. Mr. Elliot, his Lordship’s 
private secretary, upon reading the first sentence observed, that as it 
related to an order in council, his Lordship would not receive it in his 
private capacity. We mentioned the urgency of the case, and re- 
quested him on that account to deliver it; but he refused, and advised 
us to hand it to the secretary to whose department it belonged, We 
left him without his probably knowing who we were, and returned to 
Calcutta. 

Having found upon inquiry, that the meeting of the council was 
postponed till after the time appointed for the sailing of the fleet; we 
cid not hand our petition to the secretary, according to the Hon. Mr. 
Elliot’s advice ; but resolved to embrace the doubtful, but only alterna- 
tive of embarking on the Commerce, according to our previous ar- 
rangements and our passports, should we find, that the captain had _re- 
ported us to the police as his passengers and obtained the port-clearance 
for his ship. Upon inquiry we found that he had not, We therefore 
delayed our embarkation till Friday noon, when the captain showed us 
his certificate, (which he can doubtless now show,) that he had reported 
us to the police, agreeably to the orders of the Governor General in 
Council ; and likewise tcld us, that the ship was cleared out ‘at the 
custom-house, and would probably sail the next day. We then com- 
pleted our arrangements and went on board the same day. ‘Till we 
went on board we were either at our known place of abode, or moving 
publicly about Calcutta on our necessary business. We did not give 


* See No. 3, at the close of this Memorial. 
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information of our going on board to the Police, because our havin 
obtained a pass, and the captain’s having reported us on that very day 
as his passengers, furnished them, we supposed, with sufficient means of 
knowing where we were. 

Though both the captain and the agent had told us, that the ship 
would sail the next day, yet she remained at her moorings till Mon- 
day morning, when we proceeded down the river. We imputed 
our not being sent for to the intention, and not to the ignorance of 
the Police. | 

On this statement of the circumstances of our leaving Calcutta we 
beg leave to remark, that we did diligently endeavor to obtain an 
audience from government till it appeared that no audience could be 
obtained before too late an hour ;—that considering our passes, and par- 
ticularly the captain’s report to the police, which was made after the 
same police had communicated the orders of government to us, we 
did consider ourselves as acting with regularity, and presumed, when 
we found ourselves suffered to proceed, that the police, as we were 
now manifestly on the point of leaving Bengal, were not disposed to 
carry their inquiries any further. 

Though we had not succeeded in presenting the ‘above-mentioned 
petition to Lord Minto, we still intended to stop at Ceylon, supposing 
that a fresh departure from that island might be more favorable to our 
reception in Bombay, than to arrive directly from Bengal. But as 
Bombay continued to be the place of our desire ;—as the government 
of Bengal had suffered us to proceed, while considering us, ‘as we sup- 
posed, bound to Bombay ;—as we met with a long and unexpected 
delay on the coast ;—and as our funds were low, we concluded to 
proceed directly to this place. 

We beg Icave to express our fears, that some appearance of incon- 
sistency in us may have arisen from a mistaken connexion of us with 
our two brethren ;* from whom we lived at considerable distance apart ; 
with whose plans we were unconnected ; and from whose business at 
the Police ours was generally distinct and different. Your Excellency 
will readily perceive, that such a connexion, though the conduct of 
each, severally, might be explained, would give an appearance of in- 
consistency to both. 

The above we declare to be a full statement of our conduct, in re- 
Jation to the government of Bengal ; the truth of which is known to 
many of our friends, with whom our conversations have been frequent 
and: particular. ‘That we have acted with integrity, we have the tes- 
timony of our own consciences. That we have guided our affairs 
with discretion, we will not say. But if the above siatement exhibit 
indiscretions, we hope they will appear to be such as have arisen, not 
from rashness and obstinacy, but from an honest zeal in what we con- 
sidered as laudable objects, and from the ignorance of strangers in a 
strange land. Above all, we hope, Right Honorable Sir, that our in- 
tentions will appear to have Been good, and our conduct such as not to 
have cast a deserved reproach upon our holy religion, nor to have des- 


* Messrs. Rice and Judsen. 
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troyed our character as ministers of Jesus, in the interests of whose 
church we believe your Excellency to feel deeply concerned. 

Having said these necessary things, respecting our characters and 
conduct, we beg your Excellency’s further indulgence, while we sub- 
mit at large the objects we desire to pursue in this place. 

Our great and general object is the diffusion of Christian knowledge 
and Christian morals. In attempting this, we should consider our first 
step to be the acquisition of the language of the country, which, in a 
tolerable degree, we suppose, must occupy the greatest part of our 
time for two or three years. During this time we should hope to 
be useful, by the instruction of schools composed either of Europe- 
an or half-cast children,* or by teaching the English language to 
the natives themselves. While engaged in the acquisition of the lan- 
guage, we should hope to be useful in our intercourse with the people, 
particularly the lower classes ; giving religious: instruction to such as 
should be inclined to receive it; and finally, should we be allowed to 
remain, it would be our intention to do all in our power to forward the 
the translation of the Scriptures into the Mahratta language ; and, per- 
haps, should our lives be spared, int the Guzerattee likewise ; with 
the hope that by our feeble endeavors some might be induced to em- 
brace them as the word of life, and become partakers of the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ, which are such an inestimable blessing to Chris- 
tian countries. 

‘This statement we cheerfully submit to your Excellency, hoping that 
our conduct has not forfeited, and that our object claims, your Excel- 
lency’s indulgence ; and that we shall not be under the painful necessi- 
ty of relinquishing an object, in which so many Christian friends are 
so deeply interested. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, 

Right Honorable Sir, 
We are your Excellency’s most obedient, 
and most humble servants, 
Gorpon Harr, 
Samurz Nort. 


No. I. 


To the Honorable the Governor General, in Council. 


We, the Undersigned, passengers lately arrived on board the Ameri- 
can ship Harmony, having received an orcer to depart out of the coun- 
try on board the same ship, beg leave to state, that agreeably to our in- 
tention, stated at the Police on our arrival, of leaving the Company’s 
dominions, we request liberty to meet by the earliest opportunity, for 
the Isle of France ; and therefore that the sunt | may not be refused 
a clearance on our account. UTHER Rick, 

Gorpon Hatt, 

SAMUEL Nott. 

Calcutta, Aug. 21, 1812. 


* Our readers may not all be informed, that half-cast children are 
those, one of whose parents is a Eurofiean, the o*her a Liindoo. 
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No. II. 
To the Right Honorable Lord Minto,* Governor General in Council. 


Tue Undersigned, having been detained by sickness and other causes 
from going to the Isle of France, as permitted about two months ago, and 
now wishing to depart to Ceylon, beg permission to pass out of the Hon- 
erable Company’s dominions to that isignd. Gorpow Hatt, 


SAMUEL Nott, 
Calcutia, Oct. 17, 1812. 


No, UL 
To the Right Honorable Gilbert Lori Minto, Governor General, 7 


"Tue Undersigned, having read at the Police the orders respecting their 
oing to England, wherein they are said to have forivited all claim to the 
urther iudulgence of government, by not having to the Isle of France, 

beg leave to svlicit your Lordship’s attention to Ue Causes of their delay, 

a to the present circumstances, 

As early as the middle cf September, and as soon as they had recover- 
ed from the sickness into which they fell on their arrival, they engaged 
their passage on the ship Adele, bound to the Isle of France, which was 
to sail in the course of that month, but was detained till sometime after 
the date of the enclosed petition®t 

Information received during this delay led them to wish to go to Ceylon; 
and two days after its date they conveyed the enclosed petition to C, F. 
Martin, Esq. to be presented to government ; rt proceed imme- 
diately to the Isle of France, if that petition should denied. ‘They 
were informed by Mr. Martin, that it was unnecessary to prevent that 
pctition, and that he would give then a pass at any time. Accordingly 
the petition was withdrawn, the design of going to the Isle of France re- 
linquished, and they endeavored to find an opportunity to go to Ceylon.— 
Not finding any prospect of a ship going directly to Ceylon, they made 
application on tie 10th inst. at the Police for a passto depart on the ship 
Commerce, which pass was granted them, and on the faith of it, they 
have paid their passage, put part of their baggage on buard, and are ex- 
pecting daily that the ship will sail 

After what had been said on presenting the enclose.) petition at the Po- 
lice, and after having obtained the pass, they supposed they might inno- 
cently and safely make their arrangements for departure. ‘The arrange- 
ments are made ; the ship is ready to drop down the river, aud convey 

them to Point de Galle, where she would leave them. 

_We humbly beg of your Lordship, that in consideration of our present 
circumstances, the order of government may not be carried into effect on 
us, and that we may be freed from the very serious inconvenience of 3 
voyage to England. 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and most humbie servants, 
Gorpon HALL, 
SamurEL Nott, 
Culcutta, November 18, 1812. 


[Pecuniary Accounts of the Board will apficar in our next.] 


* Lord Minto administered the government of Bengal for six ycari. 
His term of office expircd sometime in 1813, and he sazled for England 
firobably in Decemoer last. Late English papers mention his death soon 
after he reached home, aged 53. About the year 1788, then Sir Gilbert 

lliot, he wasan active member of the Lritivh House of Commons. 
He is succeeded, in the. government of the Contfany’s dominions, by 


Lord Moira, knownas Lord Rawdon in the American revolutionary 


t See No. Il. 


war. 
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Hr considered secret devotion as 
an important part of Christian duty, 
at the same time that he esteemed 
it to be a privilege. Unless a man 
was religious in secret, he viewed 
him as hypocritical, and destitute of 
that religion which will stand the 
test of the judgment day, when the 
secrets of all hearts shall be re- 
vealed. 


He carefully avoided an ostenta- | 


tions show of picty ; yet he gene- 
rally retired three times a day for 
secret devotion. ‘This time he spent | 
in reading the Scriptures, medita- 
tion, and prayer. 

He deemed it important to pes- 
sess, continually, a praying and de- 
vout frame of mind. This prepar- 
ed him for the duties of the eloset, 
of the family, and of the house of 

God, in the assembly of God’s peo- 
" ple ; and by a regular attendance 
on those duties, he was the better 
enabied to keep his mind employed 
ay contemplating Divine subjects — 
While daily employed about his 
worldly coneerns, he frequently rais- 
ed his heart to God in ejaculatory 
prayers, which, as he acknowledg- 
ed, tended greatly to his edification 
and growth in y would 
it be for Christians, did they pray 
miore in this manner. It would de- 
tach their thoughts from the world 
Did they habitually give vent to the 
pious affections of the soul, in these 
ejaculatory addresses, they would 
feel, at times, what the apostle Paul 
means by groanings that cannot be 
uttered. 

He peculiarly valued family reli- 
gion. Having experienced the bless- 
ings of a religious education, he was 
anxious that all should participate 
im the same blessing. He conceived 
it tobe the bounden duty of ali who 
have the charge of youth, to give 
them pious instruction, and to en- 
force it by their example, praying 
with and for them. 

He hailed the return of the Sab- 
bath with delight, and deemed it 
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highly criminal to idle away the 
precious time that is given us for. 





4TE 


religious purposes. The rising sun 
generally witnessed his devotions, 
arising to Him who sanctified the 
day, and arose from the dead thereon. 
During the intermission between 
the forenoon and afternoon services, 
he generally retiredito adistant grove, 
when the weather would permit, 
either alone or in company with a 
relizious friend, where the time was 
spent in devotional exercises. How 
mnch better thus to spend the Sab- 
bath, than to spend it in worldly or 
vain conversation, as isthe case with 
multitudes. : 

His religion was not of a Pharisa- 
ic cast, nor did it assume a gloomy 
aspect. Naturally of a mild dispo- 
sitton and possessing much sweet- 
ness of temper, he shoneas a Chris- 
tian for these virtues. ‘These were 
Woein heightened by the benign in-. 

uence of religion. Cheerful, though 
not vain, he strove to render all a-. 
bout him easy in his company. He 
was cheerful, because he so lived as 
to experience the Joys which true 
religion imparts. He considered 
the Christian lite a lite of commun- 
ion with God. And doubtless it 
was owing principally to this inti- 
mate Communion with his Maker, 
and his firm confidence in the recti-' 
tude of his government, that he 
ssed so even a frame of mind. 
was seldom greatly elated or 
cast down. The flame of devotion 
in his breast was not dependent on 
a gale of adventitious circumstances 
to kindle ; but seemed. to burn with 
a steady ardor, imparting light and 
warmth to all around. 

Speaking of his comforts he said, 
“ 1 do not think that I ever felt those 
raptures which some express; yet 
it is mine to pussess a calm peace 
of mind, and joy in beliving ; that 
peace which the world cannot give, 
and 1 am firmly persuaded, cannot 
take away.” 

He was an example of Christian. 
diligence. He spent some of his 
leisure hours in writing down his 
thoughts and reflections on religious 
subjects—in writing letters to his re- 
latives and youthful companions, 
which was a source of improvement 
to his mind. Some he spent in 
friendly visits with his youthful 
companions and €hyistian friends, 
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where he was careful to make re-) 
ligion the principal topic of conver- 
sation. 

Hesuiiered not wordlyengagements 
to intrude upon his devoucns. As 
he was traveliing at a certain time, 
in company with a number of 
thougiuicss and vain men, he put 
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spread here. Oh, how distressed I 
was for the poor souls with whom] 
had been conversing. On my way 
to the E— and back” [a distance of 
ahout 8 miles] ‘‘1 was most of the 
time in prayer.” 

He was much beloved and respec- 
ted by his relatives. As a friend he 





up ata tavern, and had no conve- 
nient place to which he could retire 
for secret devotion. In the morning 
while they were waiting for break- 
fast, he felt peculiarly dead in recli- 
gion, and asked the laudiady fora 
room where he could be retived for 
a short season. She immediately 
conducted hin to a retired room, 
where he found a Bible, hymu- 
book, and other devotional books ; 
and after his devotions were ended, 
the landiacy entered into conversa- 


tion with’ him, and he found her to | 


be an amiable and lively Christian, 
and was himself much retreshed.* 
He did not lese his first ardor for 


the salvation of immortal souis.— | 


For this he prayed, and for the sal- 
vation of his youthful fricnds he was 
much engaged, praying with and 
for them, and frequently speke to 
them on this important. subject—— 
When he saw them vain, it greatly 
affected his heart ; and le sought 
some solitary place, where lie gave 
vent to his pious soul, in tears and 
prayers bearing the dear youths to 
the throne of grace. Aer an in- 
terview with them he inserted the 
following in his diary: * I convers- 
ed with them, with such anxiety for 
their souls as I cannot describe. [ 
pray to God that it may be a mean 
in his hand of good to their souls.” 
After leaving them he says, * I felt 
myself in prayer—Oh, what desires 
God gave me that his work might 
—_—_——je— 

* I mention this anecdote, not on 
account of its singularity, hut that 
Christians niay fiatiern afier this 
example : fcr CaAristians generally 
Jiad that journeying is prejudicial 
to asfirit of fiiety, and ihe pirinei- 
fral cause doubiless is, the want of 
retirement for secret devotion. Mr. 
B. would also have tost the fileasure 
of an agrevable interview, with a 
beloved sister, had he chose to omit 
secret devotion, or retirement for 
that furpose. 


4) 
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was sincere and warm in his attach- 
ments and professions ; too noble to 
impose upon the credulity of others. 
His amiable deportment gained him 
many friends, and he was beloved 
and respected by all who knew him. 
And as a Christian he was a bright 
ornament to his professicn. He was 
naturally possessed of a very refin- 
ed sensibility. He participated in the 
joys and sorrows of his fellow men, 
aim manv have experienced the et- 
| fects of his beneficence, 

‘tie fe dlowing lines of Cowper 
are peculiarly applicable. 


{ 





'* But in his duty prompt at every 
can, 
| “ide watched and wept, he prayed 
and felt for all.’ 
| Ta the dedication of himself to 
Gol he was most sincere Ina 
piece writea on the day that he was 
21 years of age, and eight cays af- 
ter his ho,-:ful conversion, 1 find 
the followiug inserted; ‘tI have ar- 
rived at that age, that the laws cf 
cur nation declare men to be free, 
to cmploy their talents as they please 
and ia whose service they please. 
And now O my Lord and Saviour, 
without the least reserve, I commit 
| myself to thee. I ask for nothing 
but the light of thy reconciled coun- 
tenance. I renounce every object 
but thee. I cail heaven and earth 
to Witucss this day, that ] have sol- 
emily engaged myself to thee,O my 
heavenly Father. With inexpressi- 
ble pleasure, O my Lord and King, 
I solemnly promise to spend the re- 
mainder of my life in thy service, 
trusting alone in thy protection. O 
Great God, may the solemn coven- 
ant which I have this day made with 
thee, be sealed and established ip 
heaven with Divine approbation.” 
Thus we have taken a view of 
this amiable Christian, in active life: 
let ustollow him to the bed of death 
aod suffering, and here we shull 


~) 


ws 








1814.) 


find him, experiencing comfort and 
consolation from those important 
doctrines which influenced his prac- 
tice in the relative and personal du- 
ties of life. His virtue was no shield 
against the arrows of death. ‘The 
fruit that is soonest ripe, soonest de- 
cays. ‘Thus he early arrived to ma- 
turity, and labored to do the work 
assigned him, not realizing that he 
was thus busy because his time of 
labor was short. He often however 
‘spoke of his dissolution ; and for a 
year previous to his death, often 
said that it appeared to him that he 
had but a short time to continue on 
the earth. And his apprehensions 
proved but too true. 

On the 2ist of April, 1813, he was 
attacked by an inflammatory fever. 
Under all his afflictions, not a mur- 
mur proceeded from his lips. But 
he committed himself to Him who 
judgeth righteously. With patience 
and calm composure he expressed 
a willingness to suffer all that his 
heavenly Father should please to in- 
flict upon him. 

Soon after he was seized with the 
fever, lhe appeared apprehensive 
: hat rap pees was short, and told his 

riends they must re to part 
with m4 When Sesame’ or. his 
Physicians that they viewed his situ- 
ation dangerous, he received the in- 
formation with great calmness, and 
appeared not in the least terrified 
ut the near approach of death ; but 
rejoiced that he was in the hands of 
God. On being asked if he did not 
wish to live a few years longer, that 
he might enjoy the society of his 
friends, he replied, ** You know I 
have my friends, but God’s time is 
the best ; if my work is done I wish 
to go and be with Christ.” When 
he saw his relatives cast down at 
the prospect of the painful separa- 
tion which was soon to take place, 
he told them. Christ was a better 
friend than he was ; that he was able 
and willing to comfort them after 
he was gone. He said to his friends, 
«| wish to speak comforting words 
to you. But you must go to your 
Bibles, there is comfort to be found.” 


Speaking of the affection which he 

bore to his earthly friends as great, 

he said, “ Lhope I love Christ bet~« 
Vou. VII. NO. 12. 
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ter. I am willing to leave them to 
go and be with my beloved Saviour.” 

Although he enjoyed his reason 
most of the time, owing to the vio- 
lence of his disease, he was unable to 
converse so much as he wished, 
which was a sore trial. Respecting 
it he said, * What would I give, 
could I converse with my friends 
oue hour, to tell them what enjoy- 
ment there is in Christ.” 

Being asked what his views were 
respecting Divine things, he replied, 
** Much asthey were when in health. 
The character of God appears no 
less amiable and glorious now than 
formerly.” At another time being 
asked respecting his recovery, he 
said, ‘*The wil of the Lord be 
done.” 

He frequently calied his friends 
and acquaintance to his bed-side, 
and in the most affectionate manner 
urged upon them the importance of 
a preparation for death. 

To the wife of his youth, after 
speaking of the kindness which she 
had shewn to him, on his sick bed 
in particular, he observed, that “ if 
we are Christians our separation will 
be short. If we are so happy as to 
meet in heaven we shall love each 
other there:” and then exclaimed 
with asinile, “ what a happy meet- 
ing that will be!” He urged upon 
her the importance of a prepara- 
tion for death,—to continue to be 
faithful to God and her own soul, 
and never to forget to pray, and ob- 
served, “ Jesus will be with you to 
comfort youafter we are separated.” 
Toabrother in law he said, ** Broth- 
¢r, lL love you; we have spent ma- 
ny happy days together ; but God 
forbids that we should spend more 
in this world. You must try to be a 
Christian—get religion and prepare 
to follow me.” Toa niece he said ; 
*T must soon dic and leave you, to 

oO into eternity. You must soon 
ollow mec; and without a change 
of heart you cannot be prepared 
for a dying hour’? He appeared 
sensible that it was a great and so- 
lemn thing to exchange worids, and 
appear before an holy and righteous 
God; and in view of this exclaim- 
ed. “ where, Oh, where, shall I be ia 
a few moments ?” 


Mm w 
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In his sickness he forgot not the 
house of God, at which he wasa 
regular attendant when in health. 
Speaking of his seats in that house, 
he said, one of them, [meaning that 
among the singers] will be vacant, 
and looking wishfuily on his com- 
panion, said, you, my dear, cannot 
occupy both. He was much de- 
lighted in having Christians around 
his dying bed, and in hearing them 
converse on the solemnities of death 
and eternity. Ou Tuesday, the 
week preceding his death, after 
prayers were attended in his room, 
the subject of a future state was in- 
troduced, in which he expressed 
great delight, and when the joys of 
the righteous were mentioned, he 
seemed raised above the world, in 
delightful views of eternity, and in 
sweet communion with God. Tho’ 
unable to speak loud, he whisper- 
ed his assent, and the joy of his 
heart was manifest to all present, 
by the smile on his death-like coun- 
tenance. After the conversation 
was ended, he said in a low voice to 
the deacon of the church, who was 
then present, *‘ you must ta/k with 
me all I can bear, and pray for me 
the rest of the time.” 

He often spake of the Saviour— 
of his love to men, and dwelt with 
raptures on his glory. He request- 
ed that prayers might be frequent- 
ly attended in the room where he 
was confined, and said he longed for 
enjoymentin prayer. A few days 
before his death, he repeated these 
words : ** Lord Jesus, have mercy on 
my soul;” the last prayer that he 
mace inan audible voice. 

When a number of ais youthful 
companions came into the room, 
observing them to he much affected, 
he said to them, “ weep not for me, 
but for yourselves,” and then with 
great carnestness, entreated them 
to make their peace with God. 

Two of his physicians being pre- 
sent, he ca!led them to his bed-side, 
and in an affectionate manner, re- 
turned them thanks for their kind- 
ress and faithfulness to him. As 

—»>-—- 


 * He wasan excellent musician, 
and for several years was one of 


the leaders in music in the Lord’s 
house. 


Kenlucky Bible Society. 
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one observed to him, that they did 
not know how to spare him, as there 
was but few young people in the 
church, he rephed with a smile, 
“ Christ can do more for his church 
than I can. Christ can take care 
of his church without me, yet I 
hope my death will be the means 
of bringing some to consideration.” 

On Monday evening previous to 
his death, his Dp of body was 
very great, and it appeared that h 
Rd not live irom the night, — 
He appeared sensible of his situa- 
tion, and being in an agony, exclaim- 
ed, “ cold death feels heavy.” Af- 
ter this he revived and continued 
till Friday morning, but could con- 
verse but very little. Toa beloved 
sister, a few hours before his death, 
he said, ** vou have been a kind and 
faithful sister, but we must now be 
separated.” He then bade her an 
affectionate farewell. 

For several hours before his death, 
he was unable to speak, and took no 
notice of any thing that passed be- 
fore him. And between the hours 
of twelve and one on Friday morn- 
ing the 7th of May, 1813, he with- 
out a struggle or 4 groan sweetly 
breathed his soul, as we trust, into 
the arms of his beloved Saviour. 

Thus died this servant of God in 
the 26th year of hisage, cut off in the 
midst of usefulness, beloved and res- 
pected by a large circle of friends 
and acquaintances. ; 

By living a virtuous and holy life, 
he was enabled to die in peace, with 
the satisfaction of having left a good 
example cf the Christian life. 
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Extract from the Repfiort of the 
Kentucky Bible Society. 


“THE efforts that are making, in 
| various parts of America, to dissem~ 
inate the Gospel by means of Bible 
Societies, are such as to authorise a 
| belief, that a part cf that copious 
shower, with which it has pleased 
God to refresh his weary heritage, 
has been shed upon our own country. 
In America, about 50 Bible Societies 
have already been established, some 
of which are conducted upon a very 
extensive and efficient scale. New 
associations of this kind are constant 
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ly arising, and we have heard that a 
Female Bible Society has lately been 
organized in Cincinnati. 


'“ The Managers would beg leave 
affectionately to remind their friends 
who compose the Society, that it is 
the duty of every individual member, 
to seek for proper objects of this 
kind of charity, and either to make 
them known to the Managers, or to 
see that they are supplied with Bi- 
bles. We have every possible in- 
ducement to devote ourselves to the 

romotion of this work. Never 

as the Chiristian world witnessed a 
time so deeply interesting as the pre- 
sent. A new zra in Christ’s church 
is certainly about to commence.— 
Every scheme that is laid for the 
promotion of religion, seems to meet 
with the smiles of heaven, is execu- 
ted with despatch, and embraces re- 
sults vastly extensive and important. 
God is surely calling upon every one 
of us, not only tc hail those auspi- 
cious events with songs of thanks- 
giving, but to lay our shoulders to 

e work ; to be found in our places, 
every one at his post. Having our 
loins girt, we ought to be waiting for 
the return of our Master. “Though 
we may be able to do but little, that 
little shall not go unrewarded.— 
*‘ Whosoever shall give to drink, 
unto one of these little ones, a cup of 
cold water only, inthe name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall not lose his reward.” If so, 
what shall be the reward of him 
who, with the heart of humility and 

rayer, bestows upon his poor, care- 
iess neighbor, the fountain of life, 
the word of eternal truth ? In mill- 
ions of instances, within a few. years, 
the precious gift of the Bible has 
been followed with the still more 
precious gift of God’s comforting and 
saving grace. It has administered 
comfort to the donor, and salvation 
to the receiver. 


‘* In doing these works of Christian 
charity, let us provide for ourselves 
anticipations of heaven when we 
come to die, and a crown of glory 
after death. It willbe a felicity far 
exceeding all earthly grandeur, 
should we meet in heaven but one 
soul to whom the present of a Bible, 
from our hands, shall, through di- 
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vine grace, have been made the 
means of salvation. 

“It is our duty to lay before this 
meeting, the transactions of the So- 
ciety. : 

“Since the Iast annual meeting, 
the Managers have purchased 165 
Bibies. ‘lhey have also received a 
generous donation of 200 Bibles from 
the Connecticut Bible Society. 

*¢ Since the organization of 
the Society, the Managers 
have received, by dona- Bib, Test. 
| tions and purchases, 691 165” 





| In addition to the above, 200 dol- 
lars, have been collected for publish- 
ing the Bible in French. 


The remainder of the Report con- 
tains a particular account of the dis- 
tribution, which will be uninteresting 
to our readers. 


me 


CONCERT IN PRAYER. 
[The following is an Extract of 


a Letter, received from very res- 
pectable authority. The Editors 
earnestly recommend the subject to 
the serious attention of their rea- 
ders. In Hartford and tts vicin- 
ity, there will doubtless be acompli- 
ance with the recommendation. } 


—_—_—., Nov. 5, 1814. 

“‘ Iw time of such distress as now 
pervades our country, it becomes 
Christians to unite in humble and 
fervent supplications for help from 
above. As our civil rulers have 
proposed a Convention of Delegates 
from the New-Englend States, it is 
important that the prayers of pious 
persons should be offered up, that 
this Convention may be so enlight- 
ened and guided as to adopt the best 
measures for the removal of our pub- 
lic calamities. It is proposed by 
Christians in different places, to ob- 
serve Thursday evening, between 
the hours of seven and eight o’clock, 
of each week, until the 15th of Dec. 
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next, when the Convention are toas- 
semble, asaseason of special prayer 
in reference to this object, either in 
a social manner or in the closet, as 
circumstances may render it expe- 
dient ; and that Dec. 15th, be ob- 
served as a day of fasting and pray- 
er, either in a social or private man- 
ner. 1 hope this proposal will meet 
your approbation, and that you will 
communicate the knowledge of it 
as speedily and extensively as pos- 
sible, so that there may be a gen- 
eral concert in the measure among 
the serious people of New-Eng- 
Jand.” 


a 


OBITUARY. 


Dirp, in Townsend, (Vt.) Hon. 
Samvue. Fiercuer, member of the 
Executive Council of Vermont,aged 
70. 

At Andover, (Ms.) Rev. Jonn 
Lovesoy Axssor, Pastor of the Ist 
Church in Boston 


Obiiuary.... Donations. 
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In Salem, (Ms.) Rev. Tuosas 
Barnanp, D. D. Pastor of the North 
Church. 

In Philadelphia, Hon. Joun Mit- 
LER, M. C. aged. 56. 

In Brighton, Eng. Aug. 5, Fran- 
cis James Jackson, Esq. aged 44: 
He had been Ambassador to Tur- 
key, Spain, Prussia, and the Uni- 
ted States, and an Envoy to Aus- 
tria, France and Denmark. 

In Newburyport, (Ms.) Saver 
A. Oris, Esq. son of the late Hon. 
S. A. Otis, Esq. Sec. of the Senate 
of the U. S. aged 46. 

In England, in the 75th year 
of his age, Purtse Van Cortianp, 
Esq. formerly of the city of New- 
York. 

In Portland, (Ms.) Rev. Samver, 
Deane, D.D. His last words were, 
‘¢ Death has lost all its terrors—I 
am going to Jesus ; for I have seen 
him this night.” 


i ¢ Go 


Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1814. 
Oct. 20. From Hon. Benjamin Tallmadge, a Note on in- 
terest, for $ 800 00 
and 640 acres of land in the Ohio Company’s 
purchase. 
Nov. 7. From Rey. William Hansford, collected in new 
settlements, 15 71 
15. From Rev. Geo. Colton, do. do. 5 it 
24. From Rev. Jonathan Lesslhie. do do. 32 00 
From Rev. Jonathan Lesslie, a Donation, 1 32 
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